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CHRISTMAS

By JOHN STRANGE WINTER,
Author of *'Bootles® Baby,'* **The Truth Tellers,”" "'Beautiful Jim,"*"
**Grip,"’ *Heart and Sword,"" *'The Binks Fomily," &c,
(Capyrighted.) ]
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For many yeara the many branches
of the Parker family hud lived on an
oft-chance, The Parkers were nope of
them bleased with an over-abundance,
no, nor for the matter gf that, an abun-
dance of this world's goods; and it wns
therefore in a sense unforiunate that
they all were possessed of positlons
which needed keeping up.

Thers were many ramifications of the
Parker family, There were the Jex-
Purkers, who lived at Addington lodge,
an old and rather dilapldated manor
house which had been the original era-
dle of the race. There were the Wallls-
Parkers, at the reclory; the Ormond-
Parkers, In Regent's park; the Wellea-
ley-Parkera, who hal g small property
in Suffelk; and the Craham-Parkers,
who put in time by living In more or
1ess fashlonable places out of Lhe son-
san, and pretended that they dld it be-
cause they hated goclsly.

The Graham-Parkers® wers only o
mother and two daughters, no longer
very young, and ecertalnly neither very
prepossesaing nor very pleasant. The
Wallesley-Parkers were quite the best
off of the whole famlly, Their property
was small and thelr Income’ not large,
but they only had one chlid, a son, who
thad done well in his youthful days and
was now fast showing himself a credit
to his kinafolk in the calling of a bar-
rlster.

The Ormond-Parkers lived In Re
gent’s place. Captain Ormond-Parker
had In his youth been in p lne regi-
ment for a short time, had then moar-
rled, and, finding married cares and re-
sponsibilities incompatible with the ex-
penges of military life had relired and
bad afterward amused himsell for o
phort time by playing at soldlering in
the militia. After o time this palled
upon him, and he, with his wife and
Four daughters, withdrew from the gld-
Wy maszes of country soclety to o life
Iz London, Regent's park belng thelr
ptronghold. As thelr train wos small
mad they kuew a spars bedroom would
be an expensive luxury in so large o
family as the Parkers, they did not
keep up very much intercourse with the
rest of the family, excepling young
Trevor Wellestey-Parker, whom ' they
welcomed with open mrms to  thelr
hearth and home, whicth they persist-
ed In calling airly n pled-a-terre. In-
deed, to be quite candld, from the be-
ginning, only the brothers at Adding-
ham, of all the large Parker rfamily,
were on anything like intimate terms.
There werse, as I have said, the Wallis-
Parkers at the rectory, and the Jex-
Parkers at the lodge. As they were
brothers, and all the others were but
rousing, both to them and each other,
{t was not unnatural that, belng so
near to each other, these two of ail the
clan shouldi have been near in heart
as well as in domieiie.

Now, as 1 eald just now, all these
branches of Parkers had an off-chance.
One day they might all be rich beyond
the dream of avarice, or if not rich—ac-
tually rich, and rolllng in money—they
might each and all of them find them-
selves one day in comfortable and easy
circumstances. For they had an aunt.

She was a Parker, too. Plain Mary
Anne Parker, as she was fond of say-
ing, trimmed up with no fine first name,
*“Mary Anne Parker I was born,'” this
1ady sald more times than once, “and
Wfary Ann: Parker I shall die. If you
think 1t makea Parker sound better to
flavour it with Ormund, or Graham,
or Jex, why, it won't hurt anyone; only
don't expect me to follow the fashion,
that's all."”

. Now, plain Mary Anne Parker was
wld; she waas also rich. A convenient
wand obliging godmeother had, some thir-
1y years before the time at which this
story openn, Ieft her a tldy sum—just
over a million—and Mary Anne had
Uived her own life without troubling
about her relations ever slnce. She
had, curlously enough, a fancy to llve
entirely out of England. She had a fine
willa on the Riviera, o flat in Parls and
&' slim yaskt, called The Fly, In which
this Indomitable old lady went whither
her fancy carried her. Bhe never in-
wited any c¢f har relitions to wvisit her,
wlthough there were geven girls at the
lodge and three others at the rectory,
20 say nothlog of all the other branthes
of the family, who would dearly have

Joved to Ml the position of favirite
miece to 50 gllded and powerful un aunt,

Only one of the four girle In Regent’s
park hintsd as much when Aunt Mary
Anne was paying a fiying visit to Laon-
don. “My dear,” returned Aunt Muory
Arne. in definite tones which were un-
mistakabie In  their elncerity, “you
wouldn't Tike It at all: you would hate
it. In the firat place, Inever by any
chance speak m word of English, 1
haven't & =ingle English servant. 1am
occupled from morning till night, In
my own way, and have neither time nor
inclination for entertaining. There are
no young gallants coming galiivanting
about the chateau, and my yacht mas-

ter in wixty and Is aw grumpy ns o
bear. If my monay war Purker mon
ey,” she added signiticantly, "I ah
¢l It my duty to share it with all
other Parkors: but not o penny of my
money came from the Parkern, but all
from a friend of my salnted motherts,
who loathed every Parker that sver
was borp, excepting ths hrl-l' that she
married, #nd that did not last long.
Bhe would have loved me hetter if
1 hadn't besn born o Parker, but in the
natural srder of things that couldn’t be
helped, so I lake |
croes and bear 1t; and T bear it with-
out teylng o glows It over with o fink
first nami.  Bo, there!”

Hince her extrems youth Misg Parker
had never been o Addingham and knew
very itlle of the two groupn of Park-
&rn who lived there, On occuplions when
ghe had been compelled By bhusiness o
find hers=lf In London=—always n tim=
of pennnce—phe had seen old members
of each family, but thers Intercourse
had stopped. Bo yuu may Jodge of the
surprise with which the squire, Mr. Jex-
Parker, recelvad the following epistie,
duted Decombyr 16th, and written frotn
the Chateau dy Bettigny, Alpes Muri-
tme;

“My Dear Thomas," It ran. “J have

ns my own ppeénlal

el A

no doubt that you will be surprised to
receive this letter from moe; but as you
are the head of my family I think it
only right that T should first communi-
ecate tw you a definite concluzsion nat
which I have just arrived. I om, as
you are presumably aware, o falrly rich
woman—""

“Falrly  rich!™ echoed Mrs. Jex-
Parker, almost hystecically, as her hus-
band reached this point of the Jelter.

tAnd 1 bave no fancy, nol being a
Catholle, or for the matter of that, be-
longing to wny particular cresd—hay-
fng long zgo found out the hellowness
of them ull—that my money should,
when I ahall have no longer any use
for it, fall Into the hunds of what hers
18 called ‘Holy Church.! I feel that
1 am not as young os T was, and that
lite Is, in a certain sense, uncertalin,
though T am good for twenty or thirty
yenrs yet; and I should like to sée some
of my various relationg during the next
few years, [ propose, therefore, to
spend o Christmas with each branch
of the famlly, beglnning with you, it
you and your wife have no objection.
By the time that I have thus visited
each branch I shall have made up my
mind how best to dispose of my prop-
erty. I belleve that my cousins on my

cnmll;x dignity, descended from he ,
werved compartment at her d I
tion, she boheld o very tearful

wards hor lmmﬂl:ﬁ on the urm of &
young mat, standing well over 8l
in his sucks, -
In a4 moment Aunt Mary Anne: fof
her dignity, and relapsing into a
known tupgue, demanded the cau
her grief. The young miin took of
cap: p B
*Ia this poor lady & frlend of ¥om
madam?" he asked, “I'm sorry & &4
speak anything but English and 8
bad French.' \
“Hless me, young gentleman,
English-woman " mysslf,'"  bul
Aunt Mary Anne, ruther ind|
*Well, T thought you looked En
sald the lad, ingenlously. “Buf |
poor lady v terribly out of Jt0s
“She's not o lady, she's my-mi
pald Aunt Mary Anne, then went g
rpay n few forcible words to the
dering  waiting.woman, | who ' e
with flashing cyes, and ‘ﬂlurd::'
coneenled fury. “A harmless ﬂ‘jﬁc
—n Corslean by birth, She says
has been grossly Insnlted; and
are her ‘salyation, What has I
. ¥ A
“Well, It was really not much. Ther
ware sotne holldey-making cads inth
earripge, and ‘when they found nhe
couldi't gpenk o word of English they
hf]ﬂﬂ to pull her ebout & bit, that waa
paes :

“i'm. And where did you comelnr
demanded Aunt Mary Anne, <

The Iad Inughed, “17 Oh, well, T just
told ‘e I'd ehuck ‘em out of the win-

Nathing, I pssure you, But you' are
stunding in o full draught. Can't 1
do anything Lo usalat you ! %
“Young gentleman,” sald Aunt B
Anns, holding ont her hand to the'ls
“I nm oblig d to you, extremely obliged
to vou, MY name I Parker—" <
“Well, oddly enough, so's mine,'" said

he, sintling ot her, :
“Are vou going home? Aunt Mary
Anne demanded.
“Yes to the lodge.'”

"You're o Parker of the lodge? In-

mother's side are jooking to benefit to

credulously.

A Guest st Christmes,

trembling French:womon coming te

. Of their chamber to Dulsy, she was only
In' wickedness, She was up first|

Jent.. .
t| “Try one of my clgurettes, Dick." she
| Baid 1o the portly rector of Adding-

_1&nd the nolsy party had separated, the

| of your wife?: Ta thut why you look
‘| meross at her? You look to me as if

.| vacy of your own study. Oh, you do?
|| Well, then, you can't be above trying

dow If they didn't drop it, that was il

LLIGENCER,

sar

u MBER 23, 1699.

hey belleved sho gught to be. Bhe wis

eed, ns Eva rema vin'the privacy

sicred.  She declined to go to church,
and ahe smoked choles little clgareties
| all day long, no matter Who Was pres-

'ham on the evening of Christmas Day,
‘when' everybody hud eaten ' too miuch

ngsires to clear the drawingrroom

A dapee.. “*What! Are you afrald

| you #moked & churchwarden in the pri-

one of my cigareiten. They're warth
pmoking, I can tell you, and when I
ceme down to ‘the rectory 1 will comea
into_your study and smoke a church-
| warden with you. Yes, I will. Now,

what's your wife looking llke that for?
Does she think I' can't? H'm!"

_Hy this time the fumlily st the lodge
‘had alrendy come to & bellef that there
was nothing of the nature which |Is
usunlly called imposalble of which Aunt
Mary Anne was not capable; and worst
of nll, she was possegsed of an nppall-
ing frankness of speech such ans kept
everyone of the two households, ex-
cepting Geoftry, on tenter-hoaks of ap-
prebension lest she should let 1y some
shatt of unusisal bitterness or of disin-
tetrented plain speaking.

“Heanven help you, my poor dears,
but you llye narrow liven down here
she remurked, as she departed 1o her
well-earned Test on Christmas night.
“Yon've been very kind and forbearing
and hospltable to me and 1 can see
plainly’ enough how 1 get on your
nerves. My! 1 thought that good lady
down at the reclory would have had a
fit when T told her 1'd go and smoke &
churchwarden with him."

“And will you, Aunt Mary Anne?"
asked Eva.

“WIIL 17" Aunt Mary Anne cchoed,
“Why, of course ['will, Il take a pride
and pleasure in doing it Bless you,
child, o woman like me loves to shock &
woman llke that, and perhaps I like her
all the better for showing so plainiy I
do shock her. Now, that wily Mres
Graham . came to sew me In Parls once,
and she made herself plck by smoking
to keep me In counienance. Good
night, Bright Eyes. There are more
things In heaven and earth than are
dreamt of In your philosophy."

¥For a minute or fo after the door had
closed behind her not a soul spoke
word, Then Evn, with an apprehensive
glance townrds the hall, said in a thrill-
ing voice: “I'm quite sure she's mad."”

“Yeg. I think she's just a bit touch-
ed," rejolned Rosamond,

“Bad, as well as mad, T consider,”
chimed In Dalsy,

“Hush—sh! Walls have ears"
exclaimed in & loud whisper,

“Oh! but poor Aunt Wallly,' Rosa-
mond erled,  "Her face—the horror of
it!  DId you ever sec enything to equal
1t? And Aunt Mary Anne never forked
out the value of a farthing 10 any of us,
nor u tlp to the servant—nothing; and
ghe's worth milllons,”

“The stingy old beast,” sald Eva, with

1 i

Eva

a conalderable extent under my wili:
but as I feel you and all the other
Parkers diserve sume compensation
and alleviation for having been born
Parkers I shall not do meore for the
Vanelttarts than leave them an earn-
est of my good will.

*'Pleage advise me whether it will be
convenient to receive me, with a mald,
an inoffensive creature, who cannot
sgpeak a word of English, but who 18 es-
sentinl to my =every-day comfort, and
will glve hergelf no alrs. And bellove
me, your affectionate aunt—MARY
ANNE"

The squire ofAddingham came to the
enil of the letter and lald It down be-
side is plate. Then he looked over the
top of his spectucies very solemniy at
the stout, motherly lady at the other
end of the table.

“Well?" he sald.

*Well?* sald Mrs., Jex—I forgot to
say that [n the familly cach lady was
called by the first half of her name.
“Wel T she repeated.

“What's to bs donei” =majd Mr. Jex.
“She has asked to come. She's worth
millions—~milllons! We ean't Ay In the
face of Providence. There Is nothing—
absolutely noting—to be done—noth-
Ing.”

“What s she like?" nsked Rosa-
mond, the eldest of the three girly,

“I paw her once,” chimed In Dalsy,
“but 1 was only elght or nine ,and I
forget.”

“Porhaps she |8 jolly enough,” sug-
gedted Eva, hopefully.
ad! she's o guy old girl, too!" eried
Jack, the helr of the old house, "1 put
nshors ot Nice once, and 1 went along
the const on o little voyage of discovery

! she's pot o repptation  out
mistake about "
what ™ nsked Mrs, Jex, sharp-
“She must be geventy, If she's o

' nuserted  the
wulre In posilive L . "HBhe was |
yenrs 0lder than my father—five, 1
think. And I'm fifty-three, and he |
would have besp—let me see—um—uom—
ven, peventy-five, Aunt lary Anne

ign't a day short of elghty.!

“And Hively at that,” sald

“You might explain, Jack,”
amond,

“Yen, T might; but what's neveér spo-
ken can never be repented, ' not split
on the old girl"

“That's all nonsenze,” nald hie math-
er, "Mine Parker la  pecullar—many
rich peapl and perhapa IUs be-

Jarck.
eried Ros-

cuuse they hnve gol 1o conslder oth-
B people’s W and  caprices that
mikes the v mure or less to
their # not mors than
that, J chanres enough of
altering her state, If she chowe, and hos
gtill=n womin with all that monsy,
The Inportant quegtlon is, how are we
o recely Hhnll we put ourssiven

9, 6F let her take un junt
e ar rather, Just an we
any ordinery lady who
16 leave us nopenny,”

t do to seem too woll-off, too

comfortabile,” vrivd Fva,

“Hhe'll he an awfal Ue on um, of
course aid  Hopamond, “eapecially
when all the tre nt home, 1 wup-
pose v * able 1o make any
nort o s harreld!  If unly
she had come any  other  time bt

Christmae.™
Well, ahe hias chosen W come now,"
pemarikod Mrs 1l wo cannot res
fuse her, Thaot' of the advantagen
of belng rich vacend upon any
af your relalions without an invitation;
bound by none af the ordinary
ooty
nnttered Jaok Jex to
him, “wo the
nes to tuckle
Parlier,”
I
Aunt Mary Anne arrived at Adding.
provieis to Christman

are

lem of

“ANG, by Jove!'
Doniny. who sat behind
mater'll Nod when she o
Aunt Mary Anne

m on the duag
Eve, A It fell Gut, 1wo ol Lhe 2
boyp—=CGoffry, {r the lodge,
ansl, from the rectory —lruyelled down
Ly the same traln, Misk Parker, who
Bated crowds, und eould vot enduro bes-
ing hugtled or Ipcommoded  In any
way, hnd engaged a compartment for
her own tme) but, with charncteristie
pridence wha ¢ onigned ber mald tn ®
thipd-clany  carvlage,  Thin carrlage
happened th he the one chosen by Lhe
two haye Buumd  for Addinghum, es

thely Waven from the Chcieimun erowd;
nnd when Aunt Mary Auns, witl bes

‘I am," wondering what she meant.

“Bless me!  Why, Is this your fath-
er?  Bless me!  You must haye taken
ufter your mother's family, 1. never
saw her.”

The next moment the squire had hur-
tled up, full of spologiss for belng so
tardy,  “My dear Aunt NMary Aune, 1
can't enough,  Une of the horses
cust n shoe In the avenws, 1 had to
stop. 1 was afrald to drive three miles
over these frazen ronds with & loows
?I:w, T'm afrald you have besn wait-
Nl i )

“Not ntl all, At Jeast, we have been
heré 4 few mindtez,  but oply long
enough to become acquainied. ].!‘lelr

Undoubtedly Aunt Mary * “n= was not
a success at Addingham locge; =till less
wits she liked at the rectory; Indeed,
the lady of that establighment, went, In
the privacy of heér confldences to her
lord and master, o far as 1o say-that
she should, In the event of the old lady
propoging hersell as o visitor to the rec-
tory, distinctly decline the honor.

Tt Ig true that Thomes Jex, ag  she
always called him when speaking of
him, Invariubly treated her with the
game courtesy thut he wonld have
ghown Lo n guest invited In the usunl
wiy, while Mra. Jex, fae, comtortable
easy-golng lady that ehe was, treated
her from first to last with an indulgence
of r which plainly showed <o

thi= l4 one of your boys, T (s
Yo, this I8 (ieoffrey, my second son.
And this I# Dlck's son, Lionel" indl-
cating hiy nephew, who bad not yet
spokon,

For & moment Geoffrey Parker stared
at the old lady, & surprised smile gradu-
ally wipieading  his  gountenance
NV ¢ you Aunt Mary?® he ex-

Why shouldn't T be?” she demanded

“1 don't know why you shouldn't, but
I didn’t expect you  were, ‘he  replled.
Then he sudaciousty bent hishead down

and kissed her on either cheek. “"Wel-
come tu Addingham, anyway, Aunt
Mary Anne,” he sald. "And now I

think we've been stunding here long
enough.’” §

Aunt Mary Anne allowed herself to be
hurtied off o the carriage, which was
walting at the gute of the litle coumniry
siation.  Here she wos comfortably In-
stalld In the warmest corner of the
shabby but commodious omnibus.

Thus they arrived at the lodge, after
dropping Lionel and his portmantean at
the rectory gote, and, =o when Mrs. Jex,
anxlous and hospitakle, ranout to grest
ant guest on whose pleasure
depended, she saw to her as-
nt her fovorite ‘how, Geoffrey,
= next to his formidakle aunt.

“\Why. Geofr," she cried, “we dldn't ex-
peot you untll to-morrow.'

“Lal und 1 got a chanee of gRiting o
tn=day, s0 we both Jumped at 10* he
replied. It wus a bit of luek to find
gomeane ele at the station who had to
Lie et

Then he turned to help Aunt Mary
Anie out of the carriuge, and Mrs. Jex
heid out both hands with a eordiality
which swas, It must be confessed, somne-

| what tempered by awe and anxisty,

Wl to Addingham, Miss Far-
ker," ahe swid,

“if 1 might be called *Aunt Mary
Anne,' 1 ahould ke It better,* the arel-
val snapped out,

SO, we would much prefer o call
vou wo,” lLegan Mrs Jex, when Geol-
frey broke in with a laugh,

T fact, we ulways do."

“Dooyoir, miy boy ™ el Aunt Mary
Anue, tooking up ot him with her bright
ald syes Then she turned back agein
to Mpa, Jox.  ‘Oh, how cold It s, Tell
me, 1e 1t alwaye ke this in winter? 1
't apent nowinter In England sinen
1 was twenty.”

Mra Jex liengliegd,  “It Is & ¥éry sea-
ponable winter,” ahe replied. “Psrson-
wlly, T prefer L atwayn provided that 1
o have good fires and plenty of them,
CIf cotirae, it puts i stop to the hanting,"
shie ndded, an she led the way Inta the
hause, This way, Mini~Aunt Mary
Atne; they are all hers'

Aunt Mary Anne drew back ap
hensively,  “What! Have you as all
of them lo mertme?  Thomas, that wis
very unfriendly of you. Tao many
Pariers at o fime get an my neeves, 1
wish I hudn't ¢ome.'”

“Whilt=the family?”’ he exalnimed,
misunderntanding her, “What, did you
axpect them, oh? My dear sunt, I'm
barsly an speaking terma with most of
them, and certainly not on visiting
ones't

Aunt Mary Anne breathed & sigh of
rellel, U1 beg your pardon, Thomas, |
wan nfrald you had, that was all. Now
I vty when 1 have meen Margherito
diwpared of, renlgn myseif (o perfect en-
Jovment

Hhe turped baek and spoke
words 1o the maid.

“If one  of you will take her up to
my room and put her near A fire, and
wive Lt wome hot ooffed of & Hitle hot
wine onid water o will be mll right
ter her,' ahe siid.
Jew cant n glunce Wt Rosamond
aid, plainty enotight  "Do an
you, she's going to stay for-

Tt

n fow

et L g b loa)
AMiw

A
followsil,
the ladge been
gnnized and turned upnide down. Aunt
Mary  Anne wax o revolntion In more

ry

ndd, nh! whint u fertnighit It was that
Probably never bafore had
w0 thoroughly dlmor-

ways thun one, and amid all  thelr
Christman Testivities the Jex-Parkers
relt ar If they were nliting on tha top nf
n Bareel of gunpowder, aye, and with
lghted torclies in thelr  hapds, = For
Aunl Mary Anne, whoe was  ceiginly
elghty yeirn ald, win the direst oppo-
alls uf all thele precuncelved

those who knew her real feeling, that
ghe ghared the views of her three giris.
Most decldedly, Aunt Mury Anne was
not a succesn on this, her first visit to
her relatives,

A whole fortnlght Jdragged (teelf
awny, the young Parkers declared the
vory longeat two weeks Lhey had ever
known; nnid then Aunt Mary Anne de-
elnred her intention of departing.

But on the last evening. when dinner
wig over'and the whole party happened
to be together In the drawing-room.
Aunt Mary Anne spoke out. “I wanted
to eay o Tow wornds lo you all,’t =he
anld, taking her little Russinn cigar-
ette from her lps and holding it dell-
cately botwesn her slender old fingers,

on which many dismonds twinkled
bravely., “I'm golng to speak plainly,
for the Jast time, my dears, 1 had

never spen uny of you—excepling my
nephew here—before, and L winted o
mee you In your own home ond s you
are, and sa 1 proposed myself, without
any regard to vour convenlence, as o
guest, [ haven't been exnctly n suc-
LoRE———""

1'm Bure You were Very welpome,
Aunt Mary Anne put In Mrs, Jex, all
it o hurry, “nnd we have all dong our
best to be nier——~-"

“Faola are facts,” sald Aunt Mary
Anne: “and you may be pleased 1o
know now that I'm not unually such a
hedgehox us ['ve seemed this lnst fort-
night. My dear Mra, Jex, you were not
born i Parker to begin with, and you
don't know what it Is to be alone In the
world, the only one of your generation,
and rich, as Tam. It's & great respon-
sibility to be cursed with a huge for-
tune. It's so hard to know where to
Ieave It Justly, I've kept my famlly at
arm's length for years, because those I
dfd come norous lalil down and hegged
me to klck *em—they lek-gpltted to me,
and that [ hate”

“I'm sure we haven't!"
Fva.

“pvat!' eried Mr. and Mra, Jex In the
pume breath.

“Ledave her alone' erled Aunl Mary
Anne, “the child is right, and what s
more, I llke you sll the better for it
When thin boy badn't o notlon who T
was he champloned my wretehed Moy
gherlta, he wag nloe and kind to me,
and when he found out T wis the vich
ol nunt he let me alone You've all
endured me, you've been clvll, and T've
enjoyed It. Now I'm golng to have my
Christmas.  1'm golug to distribute my
Ohristmas boxes. My dears, I'm elghty
senrn old, but 'm hale and hearty. T
may live to be n hundred. T don't want
vou te wish I war dend. 1 should Thkee"
—with a curlous little break In her
volee—""lo spend another Christmus al
Addingham, ¥o I'm going to glve you
parh o cheque to-night, Put It by, my
denrs, for it will telp you on in the
world, and later on, when T've np more
nesd of it, there'll be more for sach of
you, MHere ure the envelopes, you can
open them by-and-bye."
For n moment there  was  dead  sl-
tenre, then Geoffry spoke, “Aunt Mary
| Anpe, he mafd. T wee that you un-
| derntand um, and how Imposallle it Is
| fur ainy of um, ¢lther here or at the rec-

tory, 1o |lck-spit, as you put it just
| now, for whut we might get out of you.
| But we're glnd that you Ilke us  for

ourselves, and now, perhaps, you will

let us UKe You because you are the
mast refreahing, amuding, not to say
Jucky old lady that ever exinted, wmd
not hacaues anr dny you may heneflt un
in another way. For this' helding up
the snvelope, “whatever It In, thank you
yory much, Annt Mary Anne

flashed out

| “Margherita’n champion,*” mald  Aunt
| Mary Anne. “You take nafter your
mother's family, Come and Kios me.
And now goad=night, my dears.  To-

morrow, THomas, you must take e
awn to #moke another churchwarden
wilh Diek, and I munt make It up to hix
wife If T cin,  But, Lord! how she
wnubbed me, that weman, Good-night,
my denrn
Tan minutes lnter Byva turned, with
a hilf-nearad 1ook, 1o Roramoand, “'Tok,
what'n tn goura! Do you think s n
ake T

Sieve thoutund golden  Jokew! an-

Lo

3th of her us she was and of her as |
old in their mm:itlon of the word;
ed

)
Te
)
D)
T

T
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Used in Nillons of Homes!

Accept no substitute!
Insist on LION COFFEE, in 1 1b. pkgs.

These articles mailed FREE in
‘exchange for lion heads cut from
front of r 1b. LION COFFEE pkgs.

Qold Collar Button, °

Mailed froo for § lion heads cut from
nﬂdlumu-ln Zecemt stamp. m

X

{ rolled goid and wi pearl
SR ok malble aiihe. for Tedles aod gautle: SE
men. Thulhnpeumnrnndmﬁr. = oy

¢ Daisy Neck-Pin.
Qenuine Hard-Ensmel
and Gold.

il Stylish Belt-Buckle.
1lusteation {s only $wo-thirds nctun! sise, ‘Handsomely
Color & delicase pink, with jewel setling gold-plated
and gold trimmings, Best cunmel fAnkh, with Roman
styllsh and dural i and sob

P ‘with ruby
& he oanier
s The Lion’s Bride.””! This wilt be

welcamed for " dressad-up ! occasions by
the Indies who like to wear differunt
sashes,  The gold-flnlsh goes well

e g8
STRENGTH, PURITY

AND FLAYOR

* Best Coffee for the Mﬁney!

Try LION COFFEE and you will never use
*  any other,
Coffee and nothing but Coffee.

' Zent by express,
'n"u?"g.:. your nearest Expresa O
1o express affice locatsd In your fown,

It is absolutely pure

4 > ",
w'plld 80 Hon heads and
hen Jgﬂug :rﬂn.-r gloc!
(Mee, if thers

Box of Colored Crayons.

For 10 lion heads
and & 2c. stamp,
Fine waz crayons,
fifteens  different
volars, mccom-

nled with otit-
ine pletures for
Each
pel

enklrl.n%.
emyon s
with stron|

to prevent

Ladles’ Sclssors,

Length, five inches, sultable for cotting,
trlnming nod geneml household wee. o
Qiven for 12 lion hesds and & Jc. stamp.

s

Razor.
L
o i

Given for 35 llen heads and a 2-cent
stamp. A first-class razor, made of best
English stec), and extra hollow-ground.

enlored
with any of them. Given for 20 lion iog.
heads and a 2-cent stamp. r
L] . . -
Ladles AI::’";"- Aol Child’s Drawing Book;
Aten gon A collectlon g2
+ quality lawn, with of nice ‘ﬂ“"ﬁ 1 ) e
d tucks; Lroad let iy L
hom ot batsom, and | 15t book form -
] is vemtly redd “i'“h 'h"‘_‘_‘laf
Malled froe for 12 flen heads cut from Bt walit; & very by
Lion Cofiee wrappers and o I-cont siam) aurreriuundlglil O tie
An unustally fine plettre, from the bros! arlicle, Bize, 35x10 § 40 o 119 1
of the noled German artst, dabriel Jus, nelies, b g iterc ) —
Jounded on § posm; e Qlven for 20Ton | trace the pictures benesth, thos afordin
LAo0 8 Dl wikn cach plctite & hani: heads unc a 2<ent | enjorment, a3 well u fostmaction to ihe
tl.w. 11 oy, e am
_ some folder, containiug copy @ the Lyt the box of crayons go \‘?ry well fopether,

There are six different kinds, and eech
drawing book requires 6 flon beads snd &
2-cent stamp,

Naval Box Kite.
SealtFly!

Rubber Dressing Comb.

propriste for a
Ing-case or for usa in the

loug and
comes safely
folded, but
can quiekly

A bright,
cheery picture.
For 8 Hon heads
and a ¢ stamp.
Tt o
lttle giziplay- Sire, 16224_Inches.  Qlven for 8 llon
i:ﬁ:ith ﬁ::'.-ﬁ:?i- heads and a Z-cent stamp.
e umiaatng 0-Foot C
i
r:ulnml-smrh-.h Hr;::ln 5 oot !othesml.lnc.
an IR, "y -
14225 [nches, T -”3 I:Ionmdl:fng
For 10 lion buds A - Zoqtaame
Wi a1 Siuned, Brafied. cotion
teady for hanging. thready, strong, and will glve the best of

ratisfaction,

Every time you buy a pound

. wunts one,
and older
persons also
nre interestod

l.'ll'I'-I-I‘I:ltlflﬂi‘::w for 40 lion heads cut from

lon wrappers and g 2-cent slamp.

package of LION COFFEE you have bought something else,
Don'’t overlook it! You have bought a certain portion of some article to

be selected by you from our new Premium Lists!

“:h THE ABOVE ARE ONLY A FEW OF THE LION COFFEE PREMIUMS, Another list will
shartly appear a this paper! Don't miss It] The grandest fist of premiums ever ofiered!

You always know LION COFFEE by the wrepper. It 1s m sealed packs
age, with the lion's head In front, It {s absolutely pure il the prckage
Is unbroken, LION COFFEE Is roasted the day it leaves the factory.

IIPORTANT NOTICE.

W hen writing for premiuma send your letter In the same anvelope or
B g dona e Siarslos. Aake youl Grecee for lorts
save postage by trimmin n the margin, As r
IHustrated p‘m::‘lum Iist. ‘Addrlu all letiers to the e =

WOGLSON SPICE 0., Toledo, Ghio.

P9IV IIIFIFIIFIRY

‘Game «India.”

Defare the dawn ol
history, The' lllns-
tration shows plan
of the game, with
ngual connters, dice
pod  dice-cups ac-
Mnmzm I A
game w
laying. Qlven lor (]

;-omt stamp.

never ool
heads ond a

mol

IS

s L

The

At Lod ol

BEAR IN MIND ALSO
THE NATIONAL,

CHARLES DEWEY,

THE NATIONAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY.

Do You Want An Insurance

frea from the amblgoliles ana chance of contestalllity or farfelture; a
plecs of property which wiil not only protect the future of yoursel! and
family, but will be a merchantable arsel without Mectuation in valus or
danger of loss through your misforiune or negligence?

National Liie Insurance Company,
of MONTPELIER, YERMONT,

with its experlence of nearly fifty yoars of unbroken prosperity and repus
tlon 'for falr and equitable dealing, furnishes such an insurance In its

ENDOWMENT BOND

A CONTRACT OF SPECIFIC GUARANTEES,

which pledges payment if the (npured keepa 1L In force by payment of tha
rpecified premiume, of the face valus at maturity or perled of death, and
guarantees, | premium paymeniy ate discontinued, three muthods of sete
tlement which are endorsed In a Dond isuued at

AGE OF 25 FOR 51,000, PREMIUMS S46.735.
O O APPLILATION WITHIN THRTE
: MONTHS.

WITHOUT ACTION O ISURED,

O a Pailug,

Tnem [nsarance lar [Cash Payable "
. i ot ead of Parucipating

3 " erm i X

for 11 yenrs, 320 days i § 10
foeans e SRR m
for 16 i by! u
1,|nr 14 ot s 30
T R k. s
or i3 2 o
Ifor 11 !
14 " " L)
M “ b

" " HY

b5 =
RG] Ml

3 - ]

1 - MY

1 " 1l

s " fui
R 954

fror 0 £ Lol for 1,000

that the Company gusranieen to grant you LOANS
in cash at any Lime g L ampunt of the avallp.
bln eash valus ‘and P& IPATION IN SBUH.
PLITH at the Lime selected by yo u.

bolders' company managed 0 thelr lrterest, and every privis
Jege and advantage Is granted that 16 congluient with congeryvs
ative business management.

J. S. MILLIGAN,

pwared Mowamond, “What & guest for
Chrintmas!™
[PHE END.]

CA'I'TAL
SLO0H,000,

J. X Vauce,
Jdehin Frew,
G. L. Nifel,

Business entrusted te our care will recelve promot and carcfulaticntion,

Presldent, General Agent,
TINAY City Dank Bullding, Wheeling, W. Va
THE NATIONAL EXCHANGE BANK OF WHEELING.
TN VANCE. e ._rr--im.m.";““ Tl K HANDB o v CRADT A
JOUN FHEW...... _Vite President. ® . W, LIRVINE. Anatt, Casliler.

The National Exchange Bank

BURPLUS
$I0,000,

Of Wheeling.
DIRECTORS.

Johe Watarhousn,
Wlllinm Elngham,
. M Brown

. JJohn L. Dlokey,
W. B Stone,
AY. 1. Frank.

I = f A Tl cgi-sact v i

with net assets of more than $15,650,00000, In purely a polley. |

J

R, 4

padia Britannica

plece of literature,
than that contained in its 30
runs toward the future, this
now you can secure the

Encyclopaedia

el

paving the kalance in small o

Boolk Case, will be delivered

e

Here it ist ‘
The complete set

e

No. t—New
Machine Finish Book P
First payment, Ons

month thereafter,

Book Paper, $60.00

ntonth thereafter.

No. 3=Sheep. Tan Color, Marbled Edges, Extra Quality High Machine Finlsh

Book Paper, $75.00.

First payment, Three Dollars ($3.00) and Five Dollars ($5.00) pef |

month thereafter.

A reduction of 10% Is granted by paying cash within 30 days after the

¥ recelpt of the work.

The King of Reference Works

THE NEW WERNER EDITION OF

Tre Encycropepia BriTANNICA

in a house gives the place an intellectual tone.
A library of thousands of volumes does not offer such an oppore
tunity for successful home study and development as this masters
There is no more instructive reading on earth

For One Dollar Cash

that the entire Thirty Volumes with a

You will be surprised when you learn the
LOW COST.

[ Thirty Large Octavo Volumes):
Style Buckram ((,!otl'f,tyf-'larl.'!:d Edges, E‘;;rfflr::JQu.‘llll\'

aper, $45.00

&Il'ar ($1.00) and Thres Dollars ($3.00) pef

No. 2—Haulf Morocco, Marbled Edges, Extra Quality High Machine Finish
First payment, Two Dollars ($2.00) and Four Dollars ($4.00) per 1

The Pilot

knows just how to steer a vessel to
bring it safely through the shoals
and out into the open. Just so the
Encyclopadia Britannica is the one
absolutely reliable guide for the
voyage of life. One cannot go
wrong if its teachings are followed,
Ittells the mistakes men have made;
how others havesucceededand why.
An intelligent man gets good from
the experiences of others and steers
clear of the rocks they ran against.
The very presence of the Encyclo-

volumes. To a life whose current
great work is indispensable, Just

Britannica

Remember, too0,
uide and an elegant Oak
when the first payment is made.

onthly payments.

High

FRANK STANTON, Wheeling, W. Va

STANDARD MALE QUARTETTE,

OF WHETLING, W, YA

Open to sing at Concerts, Receptions,

Musicals, etc.  For terms apply to
I"II_Ol. T. ELEWELYN WILLIAMS,
fet 1205 Market Stroct,

MACEHINISTS.

" REDMAN & CO.
Machinists.

mis

ar wised

Tlepaleing  of all kinds
prompliy snd qulckly executed:
Rt o 4 i <A . 9 e




